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Reuters - Friday,  November  2

NEW YORK, Nov 1 - A former chief internal auditor filed a class action complaint on Thursday against the American subsidiary
of Sojitz Corp for discriminating against current and former non-Asian or non-Japanese employees.

The suit said the Sojitz Corporation of America, its CEO Jun Matsumoto and Chief Executive officer favored Japanese or Asian
employees and denied management opportunities and equal pay and treatment to non-Japanese employees.

Arnold Schanfield, a former chief internal auditor at the company, claims he was only one of three non-Japanese heads of a
department at the company and "the disparity continues to this day," the complaint filed in federal court in Manhattan said.

Schanfield was regularly ignored by top management and denied feedback, as well as receiving less pay than given to his
Japanese colleagues in 2006 and 2007, the complaint said.

The suit seeks an unspecified monetary amount of damages for mental anguish and loss of past and future income and an
order to place Schanfield and other non-Asians in key company positions.

The suit said non-Asians were also excluded from lower management positions and key meetings and decisions.

"Non-Japanese/non-Asian employees are significantly underrepresented in management, are paid far less, and receive stricter
discipline and less favorable performance assessments than similarly situated Japanese colleagues," the lawsuit said.

When non-Asian staff complained of treatment they were often retaliated against by the company, the complaint said.

Calls to Sojitz in New York seeking comment were not immediately returned.
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